The CAN Antifascist Syllabus  
  
The openly fascist Golden Dawn’s terrorizing of refugees and immigrants in Greece and the revival of the National Front in France in recent years have made eminently clear that the fascist threat has never left Europe. In India, the rise of Narendra Modi and the far-right Bharatiya Jana Party has resulted in violence against Muslims and Dalits, with left-wing faculty and students on Indian campuses also among the most common targets, a symptom of fascism’s re-emergence in Asia. Across the Atlantic, white nationalist organizations like Richard Spencer’s National Policy Institute and its advocacy of “peaceful” ethnic cleansing, talking heads like Milo Yiannopoulos advocating violence against undocumented and trans* college students, and white supremacist Jeremy Christian fatally stabbing two men and wounding one other for defending a Muslim woman of color, have demonstrated that the U.S. is no less immune to fascist provocation. Indeed, key figures in U.S. movements actively court transnational relationships with far-right organizations outside the country. And the election of Donald Trump only appears to have emboldened fascists and fellow travelers. Fascist, neo-fascist, neo-Nazi, white nationalist and other self-defined “alt-right” groupings have emerged globally, in combined and uneven fashion, to produce what can only be described as a renaissance of world fascism.   
  
This syllabus puts these developments in historical perspective, analyzes past and present contours of fascist thought and organizing in their various forms, and provides tools for understanding and for fighting fascism today, with a primary focus on the US and Europe. Primarily, the syllabus articulates fascism as an historical expression of capitalism’s tendency to exploit and dominate poor, working class, and oppressed people. It also explores the current fascist resurgence’s relation to ever-growing neoliberal crises, treating it as an extension and expression of neoliberal policy and the ideologies of oppression and exploitation upon which neoliberalism relies. The syllabus is thus intended for students, activists, teachers, unionists, workers, and communities that fascist hate targets: Muslims, indigenous peoples, Jews, women, LGBTQI+ individuals, socialists, communists, anarchists, people of color, working-class people, and the alternatively abled, and is an act of solidarity with these communities’ struggles for self-defense.  
  
Finally, the syllabus is meant as a toolkit for organizing reading groups, study groups and anti-fascist political collectives. It is a living document, meant to be adapted, extended, revised, and fitted to local and national political contexts, especially as it is useful for combatting distinctive fascist formations unique to those locales.  
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